
WEBBOARD DISCUSSION GUIDE

Created for INET 1000 Website Development
Instructed by Michelle McCurdy



what is WebBoard?

WebBoard is an online discussion tool. On WebBoard, you will read messages or
“posts” that I or other students have written. I will post questions or activities every
week that you’ll discuss with others in your course.

WebBoard participation is required for this course and you will receive a mark for your
W bB d bWebBoard contributions.
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how does a WebBoard discussion work?

WebBoard discussions are organized by topic. Each
week, I will post a question for you and the others in
your course to discuss. You may be asked to share an
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Remember that this is a conversation. Build
on what other people are saying. Connect your
ideas to what’s been posted to the topic already.

experience you’ve had or give an opinion. You may
be asked to research a topic and share what you
learn. You may even be asked to post a discussion
topic yourself! No matter how your course
discussion is organized, here are a few things to keep
in mind:

A great WebBoard post is brief and concise --
about 2 or 3 short paragraphs. Avoid saying “I
agree” or “Great idea.” If you agree, then tell us
why.

Dive in as soon as you can! Don’t wait until the
last moment. Introduce yourself. Let other
people know who you are and what you’re
interested in. Don’t be afraid to let other people

Don’t stray from the topic. If the discussion
topic is about image copyrights, it’s not the place
to talk about the movie you saw last week. Stay
focused and engaged with the topic.p p

know if this is your first online course. If you’re
new, let people know. If you’ve taken an online
course before, offer some help. Others might
benefit from your experience.
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Be sure to click Reply when you want to
contribute to a topic. That will help keep the
WebBoard organized so that all the posts to a
topic are in the same spot. Don’t start a new

Be yourself. Talk like you would in your living
room. Feel free to use smileys :-) but don’t type
in ALL-CAPS. Some people consider that
SHOUTING!

topic are in the same spot. Don t start a new
topic unless your instructor asks you to.
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how to get the most from your online discussion

What do really great “WebBoarders” have in common?
Believe it or not, being successful in WebBoard isn’t
about being tech savvy. It’s about three things:

Summarize what’s been said so far (”So far, we’ve 
been talking about the difference between . . . “)

S h t thi k b t h t l h id
1.how much you participate

2.how deeply you engage with the discussion topic

3.how much you connect your ideas to what other 
people say.  

Say what you think about what someone else has said 
(”I agree with what .  .  . says about . . . “)

Disagree (politely) with what someone else has said 
(”I understand what you’re saying, but in my 
experience “)

When you think about it, it’s not much different from 
what makes you a great student in a regular classroom.

experience, . . . )

Bring a new point into the discussion (”I think there’s 
an important issue that we haven’t explored yet . . . “)

To be a great WebBoarder,

Show other people that you appreciate their 
contributions (”I think you made a really good 
point when you said . . . “)

Share information or resources (”Here’s a site that I 
found really useful on the subject . . . “)

Ask a question that provokes discussion (”When it 
comes to should we only ? What do you think

Say what you want to learn from the discussion 
(”I’d like to learn more about . . .   Does anyone 
know anything about this?“)

Share your opinion (”In my opinion, . . . “)

comes to . . . , should we only . . . ?  What do you think 
is important?”)

Share advice (”When you’re dealing with . . . , I’ve 
found it really helpful to . . . “)
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logging into WebBoard

As we begin the course,  you’ll be given a username and password for WebBoard from me.  
This password will give you access to the site.  To log in, go to:  

http://webboard.nscc.ca/wb/?boardid=webboard 
Type your username and password, then click the log in button.  

If you have any technical 
problems, please call on-line 
learning at 1-877-491-6774 or g
email onlinelearning@nscc.ca.
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finding your discussion topics
once you log in, you’ll see a list of 
your WebBoard courses (if only 

one of your courses uses 
WebBoard, you should only see 

one course)

What is a post? 

It’s a message that someone has written on  WebBoard.
click Options, then 

My Profile to change 
your profile picture if 

you want toone course)

how many times 
h i h b

click the name 
of the course 
to look at a list 

of topics

new posts since 
you last checked

the topic has been 
looked at

total messages posted

of topics

a list of 
discussion topicsclick the name of 

the topic to read 
what people have 

y
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reading the posts in a discussion topic

this is the 
person who 
posted the 
message

h dinotice that you can edit 
your posts if you want 

to make a change 
later
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responding to a post

TIP
Write your post in 

Word first Then cut

when you reply 
to a post, you 

see a screen like

click in this box if you want to upload a 
file with your post -- WebBoard will ask 

you to browse and find the file when you

Word first.  Then cut 
and paste it into 

WebBoard.  That way, 
you’ll have a copy just in 

case.

see a screen like 
this

you to browse and find the file when you 
click post

1

2
Write your 

response here

2

click post when you’re 
done

3
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uploading a file with your post

leave this option 
unknown if you’re not 
sure what kind of file 

you’re uploading Cli k b t fi dyou re uploading

click inline image if you

Click browse to find 
the file you want to 

upload1
2

click inline image if you 
want people to see the 

image inside the post, not 
as a separate link

find the file just like 
you’d find a file you 

IMPORTANT
Your image may appear very large 
in WebBoard.  If that’s the case, 
delete it and resize it.  There are 

l t f t l t i

want to attach to an 
email

3
lots of great places to resize 

images for free online.  Try Picnik 
(http://www.picnik.com/ ), 

Pixenate (http://pxn8.com/) or 

Fauxto (http://www.fauxto.com).

click upload now 
when you’re done
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